DRAFT COPY
CITY OF REIDSVILLE
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
NOVEMBER 13, 2017
The regularly scheduled meeting of the Reidsville City Council was held on Wednesday, 
November 13, 2017 at 5:00 p.m.  Members of Council present:



Curtis Colwell


Carolyn Crume-Blackshear


Lindsay Bennett



Doug Williams


Virgil Duckworth

City Attorney, Mr. Scott Brannen was not present at this meeting.
This meeting was brought to order by Mayor Sydney Clifton at 5:00 p.m., prayer was given by Councilwoman Carolyn Crume-Blackshear, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
Prior to opening the meeting for public comment, Mayor Clifton advised all present, Woodmen of the World did purchase the flagpole for City Hall that is located in the front.  He stated if you look at the cost of these poles, they range from $1500 to over $2000.  He would like to place a granite marker in front of the pole recognizing Woodmen of the World for their donation.  The cost of the marker is approximately $350.   Dan Bennett spoke from the audience and advised he could get one for the City for approximately $150.00.  A motion was made to approve the purchase of the granite marker to recognize the donation of the flagpole by Woodmen of the World.

Motion made by:


Doug Williams


2nd by:




Curtis Colwell


Vote:




Approved - Unanimous

At this time the meeting was opened to public comment.  There being no comments made, Mayor Clifton continued to agenda items.
Mayor advised the meeting minutes from last month’s meeting were provided to Council for review.  If there are no questions and/or corrections recommended, a motion is needed to accept as written.  A motion was made to accept as written.


Motion made by:



Curtis Colwell

2nd by:





Virgil Duckworth

Vote:





Approved – Unanimous

The Department supervisors were asked to present their monthly activities to Council.

Public Works Director Rodney DeLoach was not present for this meeting; his monthly statistics were presented by Mayor Clifton to Council.  
Fire Chief Jimmy Brown was not present at this meeting to present the Fire Department statistics to the Council.  Mayor Clifton presented the fire department monthly statistics.
Chief Sapp presented her monthly statistics to Mayor and Council.  Mayor Clifton asked if there were any questions for Chief Sapp.  Councilman Virgil Duckworth stated he appreciated everything Chief Sapp and her staff are doing on Highway 280.  The Officers have been posted on this highway and traffic has definitely slowed down.
Under Old Business, the issue of dilapidated property, we are currently sending letters to City Attorney to review and be placed on his letterhead.  Councilwoman Lindsay Bennett asked how long this process will take.  Councilman Virgil Duckworth asked how many properties are there on the list, and he was advised the list is not complete as of this time.  Councilwoman Lindsay Bennett asked what about the steps that have been taken to resolve this issue with properties previously identified.  She stated we don’t want citizens to think we are pushing this to the side and not doing anything.  Mayor Clifton assured her the process has been initiated again.
Mayor Clifton introduced Ronnie Willis, Building Inspector, to provide further information concerning the proposed revisions to the City’s building permit.  Mr. Willis addressed Council stating the revisions are requested to streamline and make more efficient our current permit process.  Councilman Virgil Duckworth asked if this included remodeling and/or replacing roofs.  Mr. Willis explained the types of remodeling projects and roofing projects that would require permits.  He stated the permit fees were waived for projects completed due to the storm damage following the last hurricanes that passed through our area.  Permits are required for changing any structure; this would include additions, etc.  The mobile home placement fee was raised, but does include the cost of electrical inspection, so this would not be a separate charge.  After reviewing several permit processes for other municipalities, our fees were much lower than others in the surrounding counties.  He continued by advising the water and sewage tap fees will be removed from the permit application because they are not considered to be part of this process.  Each of these are solely water and sewage processes.  Dan Bennett spoke from the audience at this time and questioned the fee for mobile home placement, stating when he worked for Collins Mobile Home, they challenged a placement fee with the City of Metter and won that challenge.  The decision was based on a mobile home cannot be any different than a new structure.  The proposed revisions to the building permit application were recommended to be tabled for further information.

Motion made by:


Lindsay Bennett


2nd by:




Carolyn Crume-Blackshear


Vote:




Approved – Unanimous

Mayor Clifton asked to table the agenda item concerning fire fees due to the absence of Fire Chief Jimmy Brown and also the City will be participating in a joint meeting with other municipalities, as well as, the County tomorrow about the mandated firefighter cancer insurance.

Mayor Clifton advised registration for the 2018 Economic Development Academy is now open and anyone interested in attending needs to be identified.  Mayor advised he would be attending.  Councilwoman Lindsay Bennett and Councilwoman Carolyn Crume-Blackshear stated they would attend.  

The GMA District 9 Listening Session will be held on November 30, 2017 at 6:00 p.m. at the newly renovated Pal Theatre in Vidalia, GA.  A number of those attending will need to be submitted.  Mayor Clifton advised he would be attending along with Councilman Curtis Colwell and Councilwoman Carolyn Crume-Blackshear.  Councilman Doug Williams and Councilwoman Lindsay Bennett stated they would advise at a later time.

The holiday work schedule, employee bonuses, and employee gift boxes remain the same this year as they were last year, and several years past.  A motion was made to approve the holiday work schedule, approve employee bonuses at the same level as previous years; $75.00 for employees with more than 5 years and $50.00 for employees with less than years; and, approve the purchase of employee gift boxes.

Motion made by:


Virgil Duckworth


2nd by:




Curtis Colwell


Vote:




Approved – Unanimous

There being no further agenda items, Mayor Clifton advised we will be closed on Thanksgiving, November 23rd and Friday, November 24th.  The Reidsville Christmas Parade will be held on Saturday, November 25th.  Mayor encouraged all Council Members to participate in the parade.  The line-up for the parade will begin at 9:00 a.m. next to the hospital.  Anyone interested can meet the Mayor at City Hall at 9:00 a.m. to travel to the hospital.  If not, they can meet him in the line-up.
There being no further business to discuss, Mayor asked if Council had items to discuss and/or comments.

Councilwoman Lindsay Bennett stated the downtown lights on the buildings are in bad shape.  They are coming off the edge of the buildings, if they are working at all.  She asked if there was a warranty on these lights.  Susan Thomas was asked for clarification and explained the company we obtained the lights from only had a short-term warranty.  Councilwoman Bennett stated all need to be working or all need to be taken down.  Susan Thomas provided a contact name of Lori Fulford as someone we could possibly contact about these lights.

Councilman Virgil Duckworth asked of the City Attorney and his attendance at our meetings.  Mayor advised that would be addressed.

Councilman Doug Williams had no comments at this time.

Councilman Curtis Colwell asked if anyone else has heard about a new man hired in Public Works and his salary being brought up.  He was advised no other employee was hired at an advanced step, but he will receive a salary increase once he complete his six-month working test.

Councilwoman Carolyn Crume-Blackshear asked of the progress of the street sweeper and she was advised we are waiting to sell the old street sweeper before purchasing another, so the funds received can be used for this purchase.
With no further business, a motion was made to adjourn this meeting.


Motion made by:


Doug Williams


2nd by:




Lindsay Bennett


Vote:




Approved – Unanimous

This regularly scheduled meeting of the Reidsville City Council was adjourned at 5:45 p.m.
